Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the LONG POINT RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION held at 10:00am on Saturday, June 13, 2009 at the Port Rowan Community Centre, Port Rowan, Ontario.

Bill Allman, President of the Association acted as Chairman and Wes De Shane acted as Secretary.

Mr. Allman stated that the meeting was only for members of the Association and asked that anyone present who was not a member to leave.

As there were more than 20 members of the Association present, the meeting was duly constituted in accordance with the Bylaws.

Mr. Allman introduced the following guests:

     John Hunt – Norfolk County Councillor

     Fritz Enzlin – Manager, Building & Bylaws Division, Norfolk County

     Rick Thompson – MNR Officer

     Mark Foster – OPP Constable and Community Service Officer

     Bev. Hickey – Crimestoppers

Mr. Allman said that Crimestoppers, a volunteer organization, performs a valuable service for the community and the Association is recognizing this with a donation of $200. 
Mr. Allman introduced that directors of the Association and thanked them for their work on behalf of the Association.  He also introduced three ex officio members of the Board who work very hard on behalf of all the members:




Jim Stark – Cottage Watch




Carol Mitchell – Membership Secretary




Jim Malcolm – Municipal Planning

Bob Welsh, treasurer of the Association gave his report for the year ended December 31, 2008.  A copy of the financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2008 is attached to these minutes.  On motion duly made, seconded and carried, the treasurer’s report was approved.

Jim Stark gave a report on Cottage Watch and thanked the volunteers for their valuable contribution to the program.

Mr. Allman commented on some of the activities of the Association:


The golf tournament, which was sold out last year, is being held this year on
July 18.  Tickets are available today at the meeting and at Stark’s Golf Course


The Association’s website is now in operation -  www.longpointrpa.com.

Carol Mitchell, the Association’s Membership Secretary, was instrumental in the 


development of the site and is providing the necessary ongoing maintenance.


Bill Allman, Jim Malcolm and Andrew Schaafsma are meeting on June 18 with 


Norfolk County representatives to discuss the Lakeshore Secondary Plan and its       
impact on Long Point property owners.


The Board of Directors continues to remain neutral with respect to the various


plans put forward for the Causeway. The Board will encourage both groups, 


LPCIP and FOCAS, to meet and discuss their respective positions.  The Board 


will keep the membership informed of new developments as they arise.
Councillor John Hunt addressed the meeting:

“No Open Fire” signs have been posted at the walkways to the beach in 


accordance with the County bylaw.


Walkways to the beach have been plowed.  Call me if there is a problem.

Changes to the leaf collection schedule to have spring as well as fall collections has been suggested by the Association.  Council is considering the suggestion. 

Having the large item junk collection only once every three years is not 
Satisfactory and Council will consider a more timely schedule.

$300,000 has been added to the budget for the sewage treatment plant so that

sewage haulers will not have to go to Simcoe or Port Dover.

A fluoride study for the Port Rowan water supply is underway.  If you use

Port Rowan water, please send me your comments. 
Fritz Enzlin, Manager Building and Bylaws Division, Norfolk County, addressed the meeting:


The county has 9 building inspectors and 6 full time bylaw officers.  Long Point


is looked after by the Langton office (519.429.1078).


Regular office hours are 8:30am to 4:30pm, Monday to Friday.  There is very


limited coverage on the weekends.


A part-time bylaw officer is employed for the summer and one of his primary


tasks will be to increase parking enforcement at Long Point on the weekends.


Mr. Enzlin outlined the types of projects which require a building permit.


In response to a question, Mr. Enzlin reviewed the bylaw with respect to 


fireworks.  He said that the bylaw, in fact all bylaws, are posted on the County’s


website – www.norfolkcounty.ca.

Mr. Enzlin said that any property owners who have concerns about possible 

bylaw infractions should contact his office.

Rick Thompson, MNR Officer addressed the meeting:


MNR is responsible for enforcing regulations with regard to Crown lands.


Enforcement is difficult due to lack of staff.  For example, MNR does not 


have staff to clean up garbage on the beach.  He said MNR would be 


interested in partnering with groups such as the LPRA on clean-up projects.


In response to a question, he said that ATV’s were not allowed in the marsh

and tickets could be given to violators.  Constable Mark Foster of the OPP


said that ATV’s and golf carts are not allowed on roads 


In response to another question, he said there were no regulations covering


kite boarders.

Mark Foster, OPP Constable and Community Service Officer made a presentation on

home security.  He said that additional information could be found on the OPP website,
www.opp.ca, in the Crime Prevention Section.

The Chairman asked Jim Stark, a member of the Association, to conduct the election of directors.  Mr. Stark explained that the Association’s bylaws call for a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 11 directors.  The Association currently has 10 directors.  Two directors, Ruth Ann Logan and Jim Billo, are leaving the board.  Directors are elected for a two year term.  Three directors whose terms are over, Bill Allman, Steve Webb and Bob Welsh have agreed to stand for re-election.  Mr. Stark asked for nominations from the floor to fill the remaining three vacancies.  The following members of the Association were nominated: Jim Malcolm, Sharon Hazen and Ruth Carlisle, all of whom agreed to serve as directors.  There being no further nominations, the nominations were closed.  Bill Allman, Steve Webb, Bob Welsh, Jim Malcolm, Sharon Hazen and Ruth Carlisle were declared to be duly elected directors of the Association to serve a two year term.

The Chairman thanked Ruth Ann Logan and Jim Billo for their valuable contribution to the Board during their tenure as directors.

There was a lengthy discussion on what action the Association should be taking on the Causeway issues.  Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried by a show of hands, it was agreed that the Association should call a Special Meeting and invite both LPCIP and FOCAS to make presentations to the Special Meeting.  Mr. Allman said he would contact both groups about the appropriate time for a meeting.
In response to a question about the Lakeshore Secondary Plan, Jim Malcolm said that the final document is not yet available.  He has asked County Council to delay their scheduled July vote to allow interested parties to study the final document and provide comments.

There being no other business, the meeting was terminated.
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