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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
No Condos for Ontario’s South Coast Paradise

Long Point Cottage Residents Unify and Overturn Norfolk County Decision at OMB

Long Point: Wednesday, May 11, 2011 -- After an 18-month battle, the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) has overturned a Norfolk County decision to allow a local developer to build a large condominium complex on Long Point.  This puts to an end plans by atPlay Adventures to build a three-storey condominium at the gateway to Long Point.
The decision is welcome news to the many Long Point residents who opposed this condominium development from day one. Concerns over the building's height, mass, proposed sewage system, change in use, and the overall effect on Long Point’s unique biosphere and ecosystem, and the precedent for future development it would ultimately set, led the local residents to form an association - Condominium Appeal Long Point (CALP) - to fight the development.

“We are ecstatic with the ruling! We had faith that the OMB Chair would see that this would forever alter the modest, single-family cottage character of Long Point and open a Pandora’s Box,” says cottage owner, appellant, and CALP president, Claudia Unterstab, represented at the OMB by Keith Jones of Cobb & Jones LLP.

Opposition to the condo development started with a handful of cottagers, but as more details of the project were released, that turned into hundreds of opponents, including the Long Point Ratepayers’ Association (LPRA). By the time the Appeal was before the OMB it was the hot topic of the Long Point area. 

The conflict started in June 2009, when atPlay Adventures proposed a 30-unit, three-storey, underground parking condominium complex. Norfolk County Council tabled the application at its 22 September 2009 meeting and, after much discussion and public input from those who were overwhelmingly in opposition to the condominium, deferred the decision to its 10 November 2009 meeting. Council subsequently approved an amended application for a 24-unit, three-storey structure. After Ms. Unterstab filed an appeal in December 2009, atPlay Adventures introduced another revised proposal for an 18-unit, two-storey complex at the OMB hearing in November 2010. This hearing continued and concluded in February 2011. 
“The opposition to the proposed development truly brought the Long Point community together,” says Unterstab, “and shows what Long Point means and represents to the residents, cottagers and the thousands of visitors that love coming here for its simplicity and tranquility.” 
From the outset, Unterstab and CALP have never been opposed to change in Long Point, but, as Unterstab says, “We’re opposed to drastic and potentially negative change that alters so dramatically this beautiful UNESCO biosphere paradise.  I truly hope that this OMB ruling will protect the unique character of Long Point for future generations to come.”
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For more information, please contact:

Claudia Unterstab
905-338-8601

Email: Presidentcalp@bell.net
Visit the CALP site at www.kwic.com/calp
